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From the Rabbi's Desk
Each year in early February, I begin thinking 
about preparing for Passover. I worry about the 
chametz, the leavened products, remaining in 
our house. How much challah is in the freezer? 
How much pasta is in the cabinet? When do we 
start accelerating our consumption of the beer 
on hand? Come March and early April, thought 
turns to action and I get a little crazy in my fer-
vor for cleaning. Why am I so obsessed?  What 
makes me push for perfection in my cleaning?

Our Sages say that a Jewish home is to be 
regarded as a mikdash mei’at – a miniature, 
enduring version of the ancient Temple’s sanc-
tuary. In that model, one’s kitchen and dining 
table are analogous to the Temple altar. Perhaps 
my pre-Pesach desire to clean, scrub, and scour 
draws from my ancient ancestors, the Kohanim, 
the priests, who, filled through and through 
with religious dedication, purified the House of 
G-d (see II Chronicles 29). 

In the miniature sanctuary of our condo, I 
throw myself into sorting, scrubbing, chang-
ing over dishes and utensils. The oven burns 
hot and the dishwasher runs load after load. I 
get more and more crabby as some bizarre zeal 
drives me on. 

Then it’s time to symbolically hunt for the last 
little remnant of chametz and burn it ceremoni-
ally. I would like to think, after all this frenetic 
labor, that our house is now 100% chametz-
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March/April
Mar. 3 Kavana Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 4 Morning Shabbat Service/ 10:00 AM 
 Athol
Mar. 5 Cohen Lecture Series/ 3:00 PM 
 Mak’hela Concert
Mar. 8 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Mar. 10 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 11 Adult Purim Fest 7:00 PM
Mar. 15 Rabbi’s Lecture at Historical 7:00 PM
 Society of Cheshire County
Mar. 17 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 18 Meditation 9:00 AM
 Morning Service 10:00 AM
 CAA Movie “Gentlemen’s 7:00 PM
 Agreement”
Mar. 19 Adult Ed./Songs of Passover 3:00 PM
Mar. 23 Adult Ed./History of the 7:00 PM
 Passover Seder
Mar. 24 Short Minyan Service 5:30 PM
 Tisch 6:00 PM
Mar. 30 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
 JFNH Film Festival/KSC 7:00 PM
Mar. 31 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 2 JFNH Film Festival/KSC  1:00 PM
 (see film details on p. 13) 3:30 PM
Apr. 3 Genocide Awareness Lecture/ 7:00 PM
 KSC
Apr. 5 Adult Ed./Passover Cooking 6:00 PM
Apr. 7 Kavana Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 8 Meditation 9:00 AM
 Student led Shabbat Service/ 10:00 AM
 Lunch
Apr. 11 Community Seder 5:30 PM 
Apr. 12 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Apr. 14 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 20 CAA Book Club 7:00 PM
Apr. 21 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 23 Hildebrandt Awards/KSC 2:00 PM
Apr. 24 Yom HaShoah Service 6:30 PM
Apr. 28 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 29 Outdoor Shabbat/Gap Mtn. 10:00 AM
 CAA Movie – “Amy”  7:00 PM
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free. I would like to think 
that we have achieved a state 
of absolute purity. But the 
prayer recited at this climac-
tic moment on the morning 
before Passover will not allow 
me this illusion.

The prayer says: “All chametz 
in my possession, whether I 
have seen it or not, whether I 
have removed it or not, is hereby nullified and 
ownerless as the dust of the earth.” How frus-
trating! After all that exhausting cleaning, I am 
being forced to admit there is probably a tiny 
bit of chametz I have missed. 

I would so much rather declare that my task 
was perfectly complete. Instead, I must admit 
to the All-Seeing All-Knowing One that I am 
not all-seeing, that I am not all-knowing. As a 
human, I am forced to acknowledge my own 
limitations. Just as I can never see all chametz in 
my home with complete clarity, so too, I cannot 
see myself with complete clarity and objectivity. 

As it is for Passover preparation, so it is for 
life. We can accept our human physical and 
perceptual limitations, or we can tie ourselves 
in mental knots trying to deny the fact of their 
existence. Sometimes we pretend that we are 
limitless: invulnerable and unerring. Many 
of us fall back on that pretense when we feel 
threatened. It’s a natural response - our think-
ing becomes more black and white and we 
become convinced of our own righteousness. 

At times of perceived threat, suddenly a person 
can become an “other” – and an “other” can 
become an enemy. A small voice of reason and 
compassion calls from inside, but we drown it 
out with stories we tell ourselves to bolster our 
enmity. 

The Torah and haggadah stories of the Exodus 
from Egypt can feel like such a story. We read 
of a G-d who seems to force a massive con-
flict between Pharaoh and the Israelites. The 
plagues become worse and worse and the final 
plague that G-d inflicts is the killing of the first 
born. This devastating punishment not only 
brings tragedy to the obstinate Pharaoh, but 
inflicts death on every Egyptian family.

If we were meant to view this story as an unal-

loyed positive, the text might feature gloating 
language at this point. We might be told to 
exult in our good fortune as the Egyptians are 
being dealt this horrific blow. But instead, the 
text (Ex 12:30) observes: “there was a loud cry 
in Egypt, for there wasn’t a household where 
there wasn’t someone dead there.” Our own 
holy text confronts us with the Egyptians’ 
humanity and grief. G-d does not allow us to 
pretend that advancing the aim of our own 
freedom is all that matters.

Similarly, the Talmud (Sanhedrin 39b) recounts 
a midrashic tale in which G-d, about to drown 
the Egyptians who are pursuing the fleeing 
Israelites, is confronted by Uzza, the angel 
prince of Egypt. Uzza asks: “Master of the 
Universe, You created the world through 
mercy. Why then do You wish to drown my 
children?” G-d assembles the angel princes 
of all nations to serve as a court. Michael, the 
angel prince of the Land of Israel, sends Gabriel 
to Egypt, where he retrieves a grim piece of evi-
dence. Gabriel brings back a brick in which the 
Egyptians had entombed an infant. Showing 
this to G-d, Gabriel declares “this is how the 
Egyptians did enslave the Israelites!”

With that, G-d decides that justice will be 
served by drowning the Egyptians in the sea. 
As G-d begins this process, the ministering 
angels lift their voices in joyful songs of praise. 
But G-d rebukes them, saying: “The creations 
of my very hands are drowning in the sea – 
this is no time for joyful song!” Yet again, not 
even the angels are allowed to ignore the pain 
of the “other.” 

Most familiar to us in this genre of regret is 
the seder custom to diminish our cup of wine, 
a symbol of joy, because we don’t take joy in 
the destruction of the Egyptian people. Even 
in these moments of enormous threat to us, as 
we are held captive in Egypt, and later as we 
find ourselves trapped between the advanc-
ing Egyptian army and the sea, our tradition 
counsels us to see the humanity in those who 
oppressed us. It teaches us to not regard the 
Egyptians as faceless villains bent on our 
destruction. Our tradition shows us they too 
are human and they too are created in the 
image of the Divine. Why do we need to be 
told this?  Without the reminder, we would be 
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too apt to dehumanize the Egyptians as a way 
to justify their demise.

One of the lessons of Passover is that G-d, as the 
Maker of All, is the only One who can objective-
ly judge. How can we be so sure we know who 
is righteous and who is evil, when we are at the 
mercy of our own egos and fears? We can’t even 
see all the chametz in our own homes. How can 
we know what is in the heart of someone else, 
someone different from ourselves? 

Pesach is a spring holiday and by the time I am 
cleaning the kitchen the trees will be blooming 
and the birds will be singing.  As I write this in 
February, though, we are in the midst of New 
Hampshire winter, stark and white and beauti-
ful.   As my eyes wander over the snowy scene 
surrounding the synagogue, I think of Robert 
Frost’s “easy wind and downy flake.” And as 
I look at our fine stone wall marking the east 
edge of the CAA property, I am reminded of 
other words from Frost as well: “Before I built 
a wall I’d ask to know / What I was walling in 
or walling out, / And to whom I was like to give 
offense.” 

As the snow melts and spring arrives, I’ll be 
thinking some more about purity, about human 
imperfection, about compassion – human and 
divine.  Let’s join together in this effort, calling 
call upon G-d and Jewish tradition (and Robert 
Frost) to keep the humanity of others always in 
sight. 

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
Three years ago, I was approached by David 
Green and Paul Bieber about becoming the 
President of Congregation Ahavas Achim. I 
had served as the Treasurer for five years so it 
seemed like a natural progression to them. They 
asked me to serve a three year term.

Based on my religious back-
ground, I wasn’t so sure. I 
grew up in a very secular 
home. Of the five kids in my 
family, I was the only one to 
even have a Bar Mitzvah.  My 
father and his father were 
pretty openly contemptuous 
of religion. But, they were all David Kochman

Holocaust survivors from Germany so we all 
had a strong Jewish identity and strong identifi-
cation with Israel. 

There was one thing in my past that prepared 
me well for becoming a Synagogue President. 
That was serving three terms (9 years) as a 
Selectman in Richmond, New Hampshire. I 
remember my first night as a Selectman. I had 
just been elected, gotten sworn in, and there 
were a dozen citizens waiting to meet with 
the three of us on individual issues – building 
permits, road issues, gun permits, taxes, wel-
fare, etc. I felt completely clueless, but nobody 
seemed to notice. When I didn’t know some-
thing, I promised to get the answer. I called 
the New Hampshire Municipal Association 
so many times that I would soon say, “This is 
Dave again”, when they answered the phone. 

Being Synagogue President was much the same 
thing. All of a sudden, I was expected to know 
about all sorts of stuff that I was actually clue-
less about. Other than finances, I didn’t know 
much at all, even though I have been a member 
of CAA since 1987. So many people were so 
helpful. I will discuss them more in my last let-
ter. But, once again, if I was clueless, nobody 
seemed to notice.

With my term ending in June, I honestly look 
back fondly on the three years. One of my 
very first duties was to participate in Yelena 
Rodolitz’s Bat Mitzvah. What a great kid. That 
really felt like an honor. Meeting her dad Scott 
was a revelation. I had really never had an 
observant Jew as a friend before. I never knew 
anybody who built their own Sukkah. I remem-
ber going over to their house with Sandy and 
Jeff and drinking wine in the Sukkah with Scott 
and Tanya and thinking how cool this was. 

Over the course of my presidency, I have tried 
to never “kick the can down the road”.  I am 
proud that we are fixing the Torah scrolls 
and that we fixed the Cemetery Rules. The 
Centennial Celebration was great and so are the 
Centennial Book and the Time Capsule. The dis-
play at the Cheshire County Historical Society 
is wonderful. It has been a pleasure to serve as 
your president.

David Kochman, President



44

Congregation
 Ahavas Achim

THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF 
THE MONADNOCK REGION.

Rabbi Amy Loewenthal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016-2017
Officers:
President David Kochman 903-0357
Vice-President Jerry Kaufman 363-4481
Treasurer Jeff Cohen 398-5414
Financial Secretary Scott Rodolitz  903-1121
Recording Secretary  
 Andrea Levin 520-3645
Corresponding Secretary  
 Selena Katz 352-1644
Immediate Past President  
 Paul Bieber 242-3521
Trustees:
Serving until  2017 Marni Silverstein 357-7443
 Martha Mills 860-670-2913
                  Pam Weinrieb 209-7786
Serving until  2018 Judy Rubin 363-8432
 Roberta Visser 352-6184
 Ronnie Brown 240-304-7803
Serving until 2019 Vivian Prunier  802-387-5875
 Wendy Platt 363-8230
 David Butler 588-8073
Student Representative to the Board - Jess Spear 
363-8035

Bulletin Editor:   
Barbara Green (585-9059)  
blgreen@myfairpoint.net
Co-Editor
Sandy Kochman
sjkochman@yahoo.com

Printing and mailing of the Bulletin generously  
provided by C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue.  
Patronize our advertisers! 

Live from Keene, it’s Purim on Saturday Night!
Jewish holidays range from solemn to celebra-
tory to wild and crazy.  Chief among the last 
category is Purim.  The unbridled joy of Purim 
has sustained Jews in good times and bad.  
CAA has plans for an Erev Purim celebration 
to beat the band on Saturday night March 11, 
followed by a children’s Purim carnival during 
Religious School Sunday morning. 

Purim celebrates the timeless biblical story of 
a bumbling Persian ruler (Ahasuerus) manipu-
lated by his evil advisor, Haman, into issuing 
malicious orders.  The heroes of our story, 
Mordechai and Esther, are brave Jews who 
thwart evil Haman’s edict that would have 
destroyed the Jews.  

The fun begins on Saturday night, March 11, 
at 7:00 p.m. We celebrate at CAA by dressing 
up in costume (no, that’s definitely not just 
for kids), reading Megillat Esther (the Book of 
Esther), while singing and carousing and put-
ting on humorous skits, called Purimshpiels.  
Adult beverages are available in the Kiddush 
room to gladden our hearts.  Humor may 
include some adult-oriented jokes. Children are 
welcome to attend and alcohol will be carefully 
managed and kept away from the underage 
crowd.  Purim on Saturday night will be fun, 
funny, lively, and raucous.  

Then, on Sunday morning, March 12, we will 
have our traditional Purim carnival for chil-
dren in our Religious School.  Older kids are 
welcome to join in and adults can help.  Booths 
with assorted games of skill and chance will 
once again be available for children to earn 
prizes.  There will be hamentaschen baking and 
song singing and pizza eating – a slew of child-
friendly Purim activities.   

Our children will also help to assemble and 
deliver shaloch manot packages to some of our 
elders.  Check out the creative costumes of our 
students and teachers!  The fun starts at 10:30, 
right after first period Hebrew classes.  Jewish 
holidays are never only frivolous, so we will 
be collecting tzedakah on both Saturday night 
and Sunday morning, to benefit the Community 
Kitchen.  
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Adult Hebrew Classes to Be Offered at CAA
Have you always wanted to learn to read 
Hebrew?  Do you know how to decode Hebrew 
slowly, but would like to read more fluently 
and understand prayers better?  Hebrew classes 
are being offered, beginning in March.  Contact 
Dale Rosenberg at eddirector.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com if you’d like to join one. 

The Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series

Mak'hela, the Jewish Chorus of western MassaChuset ts

DireCteD by Dr. elaine broaD GinsberG

 Sunday, March 5 at 3:00 PM        

Admission is free – All are welcome 
Congregation Ahavas Achim

Get ready everyone, because Mak'hela is 
coming back to Keene!  Join us for another 
delightful afternoon of Jewish choral 
music as part of the Nathan E. Cohen 
Lecture series, conducted by our very own 
Lainee Ginsberg.  Most of you probably 
know Lainee from providing beautiful 
music at our Shabbat services and teach-
ing in the CAA Religious School, but 
did you know that she is also the music 
director of Mak'hela, the Jewish Chorus 
of Western MA?  Mak'hela, which means 
“chorus” in Hebrew, is now in its 14th 
year and brings to audiences a wide range 
of beautiful, exiting and spiritual Jewish 
choral music.  

This concert will include liturgical gems in 
Hebrew, Yiddish favorites, Lainee's own 
compositions, and even a piece from a 
Jewish community in Uganda!  Tell your 
friends and mark your calendars! 

The Director, Dr. Elaine (Lainee) Broad 
Ginsberg, is a published composer of 
choral music who teaches at Keene State 
College and serves as Choral Director at 
Hampshire College in Amherst, Mass. 
She has received numerous accolades for 
her compositions, including awards from 
the Guild of Synagogue Musicians and 
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. Dr. 
Ginsberg has written commissioned pieces 
for synagogues, community choirs, and 
other musical groups. She holds a bache-
lor’s degree from Oberlin Conservatory, a 
master’s degree from Ball State University, 
and a doctorate from the University of 
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.

This concert is free and open to the public.  
For further information, please contact the 
Congregation Ahavas Achim office (603) 
352-6747.

Purim at CAA is not to be missed.  If you’d like 
to contribute to the entertainment Saturday 
night or help with the carnival on Sunday, 
email Dale Rosenberg at eddirector.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com.  See you on Purim!

Note the New CAA Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Contact: 603.352.6747 or secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com. Appointments with the 
Rabbi can be scheduled by emailing rabbi.
ahavas.achim@gmail.com
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Join Us for Saturday Night at the Movies
Saturday Night at the Movies is the CAA movie 
club.  We meet monthly to watch a movie with 
a Jewish theme or content, followed by a facili-
tated discussion.  Snacks and beverages are 
provided.    

Saturday night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members.  We ask that non-members pay $5 to 
defray costs of refreshments and movie rental/
purchase.

March 18 at 7:00 pm 
Gentleman’s Agreement 

This 1947 classic examines anti-Semitism in 
post-World War II America.  Gregory Peck 
stars as a journalist who goes “undercover” – 
pretending to be a Jew – in order to find out 
how American Jews are affected by prejudice.  
Based on the Laura Z. Hobson novel by the 
same name, the film focuses on anti-Semitism 
among middle and upper class in the Northeast, 
a population often thought to be “broad mind-
ed.”  The movie won the Best Picture and Best 
Director Oscars in 1947.  Let’s watch it together 
and discuss how things have changed – or 
haven’t – in the past 70 years.

April 29 at 7:00 pm 
Amy 

This 2015 documentary about the life and death 
of singer Amy Winehouse is intimate and multi-
layered.  British singer Winehouse was born 
to a Jewish family in London and had a short 
career before dying of alcohol poisoning at age 
27.  Her outre appearance combined with a rich 
contralto voice and performance in a variety of 
musical styles earned her many devoted fans.  
The director, Asif Kapadia, interviewed over 
100 of Winehouse’s friends, family, and associ-

ates to put together a picture of her short life 
and tragic death.  With many musical scenes 
interspersed, Winehouse’s talent and personal 
dysfunction are both on display.  The winner 
of the Oscar for Best Documentary, this film 
was pretty much universally praised by crit-
ics.  Manohla Dargis of the New York Times 
said, “Mr. Kapadia isn’t simply revisiting Ms. 
Winehouse’s life and death, but also – by pull-
ing you close to her, first pleasantly and then 
unpleasantly – telling the story of contemporary 
celebrity and, crucially, fandom’s cost.”

Pre-Passover Learning Offered
Once again, we are offering three opportunities 
to get ready for Pesach with some adult learn-
ing.  Come for one or all!  No charge for CAA 
members.

Sunday, March 19,  3:00 – 5:00 pm 
Songs of the Seder  

Rabbi Loewenthal will teach with lecture and 
singing about the music of the Passover seder.  
Have you ever wondered what Chad Gad Ya 
has to do with Passover?  Do you know the 
different musical seder traditions of differ-
ent Jewish communities?  What American folk 
songs and modern music have been incorpo-
rated into the Passover seder?  What songs are 
there to enliven the seder for children?  Come to 
learn, to sing, to listen, and to get in the musical 
spirit of the Passover season.

Thursday, March 23 at 7:00 pm 
History of the Passover Seder

Come join Education Director Dale Rosenberg 
for an exploration of what has changed and 
what has stayed the same in Passover seders 
over the centuries.  What was Passover like in 
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ancient Israel?  In the medieval period?  Were 
there really seders before Maxwell House and 
Barton’s After Seder Mints? What great Jewish 
sage suggested that one explain to children 
that we used to be slaves by pointing to one’s 
household slaves and saying “We used to be 
like them”?  What oddities can be found in 
Haggadot from various points in Jewish his-
tory?  What kinds of special themed seders have 
been held and who has held them?  Why was 
there a seder in the White House for the past 
eight years and who attended it?  For answers 
to these, and many more than four more ques-
tions, join us for this lecture.

Wednesday, April 5 at 6:00 pm 
Passover Cooking

Back by popular demand, our third Passover 
education program features CAA cooks dem-
onstrating some of their favorite Pesach recipes.  
Several of our best chefs will come with a dish 
to show “cooking show style” and then share 
with all assembled.  Recipes will be distributed.  
Just in time to learn a new dish for your seder 
this year!

Not to be Missed! Special Exhibition at the 
Historical Society of Cheshire County 
In connection with the 
100th anniversary of 
Keene’s Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, the 
exhibit “From Peddlers 
to Shopkeepers to 
Professionals: A History of 
the Jewish Community in 
Cheshire County” tells the 
story of Jewish immigrants 
to Keene and Cheshire 
County, their descendants, 
and the impact of the Jewish community upon 
the region. 

The exhibition will also share the story of the 
Jewish religion in the region, including the 
story of Congregation Ahavas Achim and of the 
Keene synagogue.

The Historical Society of Cheshire County is 
located at 246 Main Street in Keene.

CAA's Annual Potluck Community Seder – Made 
By the Community for the Community!
Tuesday, April 11th at 5:30 pm
On the second night 
of Passover, Tuesday, 
April 11th , our annual 
Community Seder will 
begin promptly at 5:30 
pm. Each year, we 
come to the seder table 
as a true community, each supporting the meal 
by bringing a dish.

Together, let's recall the redemption story of 
G-d bringing the Israelites out from slavery in 
Egypt. Our story today inspires many other 
peoples in their quests for liberation from slav-
ery and struggle for freedom.

This Seder is filled with traditional and contem-
porary songs, readings and blessings.

• $12.00 per congregation member
• $8.00 per child 12 years and under
• $24.00 per non-congregation member

Please contact Daniella to RSVP and sign-up 
for a dish to bring at: secretary.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com or 603.352.6747
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Simchas for March/April
Birthdays
Stephen Weiner .............................. March 1
Ellen Jahos ....................................... March 3
Robert Gewanter ............................ March 5
Isaac Sylvern ................................... March 7
Carly Johnson ................................. March 10
Kate Morgan ................................... March 15
John Halper ..................................... March 16
Toni Goldberg................................. March 26
Aaron Jahos ..................................... March 26
Camner Rubin ................................ March 26
Helene Kaufman ............................ March 28
Ronnie Brown ................................. March 31
Margo Cohen .................................. March 31
Elaine Bieber ................................... April 1
Clark Johnson ................................. April 1
Eli Jahos ........................................... April 7
Jori Platt ........................................... April 7
Olivia Beteau ................................... April 8
Thomas Ross ................................... April 9

Robert Vogel ................................... April 9
Bruce Platt ....................................... April 11
Jacob Hollander .............................. April 12
Roberta Visser ................................. April 12
Phoebe Diven  ................................. April 13
Eleanor Kaufman ........................... April 13
Pauline Fish ..................................... April 14
Perry Cohen .................................... April 19
Barry Goodman Lytton ................. April 19
Cole Mills ........................................ April 19
Helen Colby  ................................... April 26
Trish Spear ...................................... April 27
Susan Moore ................................... April 29
Anniversaries
Paul & Alyse Bettinger .................. April 13
Kathi Borden & Greg Blair ........... April 16
Martin & Nancy Reisig ................. April 18

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Another Reading and Sharing Opportunity!
The CAA Book Club - April 20 at 7:00 pm  
As a Driven Leaf by Milton Steinberg  
This historical novel of early Rabbinic Judaism 
focuses on the life of Elisha ben Abuyah, known 
in the Talmud as “Acher” – the other one.  Once 
a great Talmudic scholar, Elisha ben Abuyah 
lost his faith in G-d and was excommunicated 
for heresy.  

Little is known about his life, but Steinberg 
expertly fills in the holes in our knowledge with 
a beautifully drawn portrait of a man trying to 
reconcile traditional Jewish teaching and the 
intellectual and cultural splendor of the out-
side world.  Steinberg, who was a Conservative 
rabbi, paints a vivid picture of Jewish Palestine 
in the Second Century, under Roman rule and 
with the influences of Greek philosophy, litera-
ture, and science.  Steinberg was a close associ-
ate of Mordechai Kaplan and worked with him 
in the development of what would become 

Reconstructionist Judaism.  His moving and 
dramatic depiction of the early rabbinic period 
has great resonances for contemporary Judaism.  
The Chicago Daily News called it “A windswept 
novel of a turbulent age strangely like our 
own.”

The CAA Library has multiple copies to bor-
row.  Come pick one up next time you are at 
shul.  And join us for a discussion on Thursday, 
April 20.  Refreshments will be served.



9

What’s Going on at the Library?  
History Comes to Life through Fiction
Historical fiction is a genre that – when done 
well – can be both entertaining and informative.   
The adept historical novelist really understands 
his or her period and knows how people lived, 
loved, thought, and interacted.  The author 
plunges the reader into another time and place, 
giving the reader knowledge of history that 
goes well beyond the facts, into the feelings and 
the texture of people’s lives.  

Many an individual who is sure he or she 
“doesn’t like history” finds out otherwise while 
reading a well-crafted historical novel.  At the 
CAA Library, we have some wonderful novels 
that illuminate Jewish life in a variety of times 
and places.  A few especially good ones are:

Gentlemen of the Road by Michael Chabon
 This brief novel was the December CAA Book 
Club selection and it was very popular with our 
readers.  Originally titled “Jews with Swords”, 
Chabon changed the title because he found it 
made people laugh.  Still it might be a more 
appropriate name for this rollicking adventure.  

Set in the Caucasus Mountains during the 
10th Century, this novel tells the story of two 
adventurers who attempt to restore a deposed 
prince of the Khazar Empire.  Zelikman and 
Amram, the book’s heroes, have little in com-
mon other than their Jewish heritage and their 
nihilistic view of life.  They live as “gentlemen 
of the road” – thieves and conmen who make 
their living by their wits and never stay in one 
place long enough to get caught.  In spite of 
their unsavory occupation and against their 
worse impulses they find themselves defending 
and escorting a young prince whose father was 
killed by a usurper.

This quick read is a real page-turner in the tra-
dition of Dumas and Sabatini, but with a Jewish 
focus.  In this swashbuckling tale the reader 
feels plunged into a long gone life and learns 
something about medieval Jewry in passing. 
With vivid line drawing illustrations by Gary 
Gianni.

The Quality of Mercy by Faye Kellerman
A murder mystery set in Elizabethan England.  
Kellerman’s protagonist is Rebecca Lopez, the 
beautiful and adventurous daughter of the 
Queen’s physician. Her family is from Spain 
and they are conversos -  Jews who converted 
to Christianity at the time of the Expulsion from 
Spain, but continued practicing their religion 
in secret.  Their clandestine Jewish practice 
continues in England.  It’s a long and complex 
plot, with Will Shakespeare as a character.  Lots 
of great historical detail, an exciting plot, and 
well-drawn characters make this long book a 
fun read.

The Chosen by Chaim Potok 
Potok’s novel of two best friends in Brooklyn – 
modern Orthodox Reuven and Hasidic Danny 
– is many things.  It’s a coming of age story.  
It’s a novel about the importance of friendship, 
as well as one about father/son relationships 
and the different ways men express their love 
for their sons.  It’s also an historical novel and 
provides a vivid depiction of Jewish life in New 
York City during World War II and shortly 
thereafter.  Reuven and Danny meet at a base-
ball game and become very close friends in 
spite of the large cultural differences between 
them.  The novel follows them through high 
school and into college, with the backdrop of 
the story including the revelation of the horrors 
of the Holocaust and the founding of the State 
of Israel.  The story of the friendship between 
Danny and Reuven is captivating; the history is 
too.

And don’t forget Milton Steinberg’s As a Driven 
Leaf, our April Book Club book – set in Second 
Century Jewish Palestine under Roman rule.  
Details on page 8.
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The 20th Annual Charles Hildebrandt Award 
for Holocaust Studies and The Susan J. Herman 
Award for Leadership in Holocaust and 
Genocide Awareness
Sunday, April 23, 2017 at 2:00 pm 
Alumni Recital Hall, Redfern Arts 
Building, Keene State College
The Charles Hildebrandt Award 
for Holocaust Studies honors 
Keene State College's professor 
emeritus in Sociology and founder of the Center 
for Holocaust Studies. It is given in recognition 
of excellence in Holocaust Studies. The breadth 
of the award categories have grown from the 
initial Keene State College student entries 
to high school and now community entries. 
Students and members of the local community 
are invited to submit essays, historical analyses, 
stories, poems, musical compositions, dance, 
film, theatre and visual arts exploring and 
expressing their own personal relationship to or 
reflections on the Holocaust.

Presentations are given by the award-winning 
participants, and monetary and book awards 
are granted. 

Those eligible to apply are: Keene State College 
students; area High School and Middle School 
students; Students in Grades 5-8, and any other 
New England Resident.

Submissions may include: Artistic entries – 
dance compositions, musical creations, poems, 
short stories, visual works of art, film, or plays; 
or scholarly entries – essays, research projects/
papers.  Entries will be judged by committee 
and evaluated on their depth of vision, insight, 
creativity, originality, and technical ability. 

Final entries are due March 27, 2017. For more 
information and an award application form, 
visit www.keene.edu.cchs.

The Susan J. Herman Award for Leadership 
in Holocaust & Genocide Awareness Award 
honors the work and inspiration of Dr. Susan 
J. Herman, Professor of Management at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and Professor 
Emerita of Management at Keene State College.  
Dr. Herman served the College, the Cohen 
Center and New Hampshire through a lifetime 

of advocacy, education, curriculum develop-
ment and leadership training. Dr. Herman's 
considerable talents helped to motivate College 
leaders, faculty and community supporters to 
join in promoting Holocaust and genocide stud-
ies, leading many to a greater awareness of how 
genocide, mass murder and other crimes of 
atrocity affect us all today.

The Susan J. Herman Award recognizes indi-
viduals who have, through personal leadership 
and actions, stimulated greater understanding 
of genocide, increased activism on behalf of the 
victims of crimes against humanity or inspired 
community engagement in educating people 
about genocide both historically and in our con-
temporary world. 

The Herman Award is presented in two cat-
egories each year:  One recognition award will 
honor a student at Keene State College, accom-
panied by a monetary award to assist the stu-
dent with his or her studies. The second will be 
awarded to an individual or group who has/
have made a difference in Holocaust and geno-
cide awareness through acts of leadership and 
personal commitment. Preference for the second 
award will be given to qualified nominees from 
New Hampshire, but inspirational candidates 
from around the world will be considered.

Save the Date: Scholars in Residence Coming to 
Keene May 19-21
Sabeeha Reiman, author of Threading My 
Prayer Rug:  One Woman’s Journey from 
Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim, is com-
ing to Keene and Brattleboro, along with her 
husband Khalid, for a Scholar in Residence 
weekend in May.  The Reimans will teach about 
Islam and talk about their immigrant experience 
in lectures at CAA and Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community.  They are both retired medical pro-
fessionals and have spoken in a variety of syna-
gogues and other locations.  

Watch for more information in the next 
Bulletin, as well as in the weekly emails and on 
Facebook.
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Highlights of CAA Board Meeting 
December 14, 2016
Time Capsule.  Scott Rodolitz and David 
Butler led the dedication of the CAA time 
capsule during religious school on Sunday, 
December 18.  

Religious School Curriculum Presented at 
Limmud Boston.  Dale Rosenberg presented 
CAA’s Jewish Heroes curriculum at Limmud 
Boston. The curriculum received an over-
whelmingly positive response from attendees, 
and several people suggested that it should be 
published. 

Activities with the Historical Society of 
Cheshire County.  The Historical Society of 
Cheshire County will be doing an exhibit on 
the history of the local Jewish community 
this year. In addition, the historical society 
asked Rabbi Loewenthal if she would give a 
60 minute talk on Judaism in March. She will 
be speaking on Passover. The historical society 
will also be sponsoring an introduction to the 
Jewish community in Keene that includes a 
lecture, Shabbat dinner, and service on January 
20. 

CAA Representation on Jewish Federation 
of New Hampshire Board.  David Kochman 
reported that the Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire would like a CAA representative 
to join the board. In addition to rabbis being 
on the board, each synagogue in NH has a 
representative board member. That person 
could call into the meetings rather than having 
to attend meetings the Manchester meetings 
in person. A person who is not on the CAA 
board could serve on the JFNH board. He or 
she would just have to report back to the CAA 
board.  Interested people should contact David 
Kochman.

RRC Plenum News.  The plenum formed 
when the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
merged with the Reconstructionist movement. 
Each Reconstructionist synagogue has a repre-
sentative. The following issues were voted on 
during the most recent meeting: 1. a slate of 
officers, 2. a statement on support and educa-
tion on transgender and gender nonconform-
ing people, 3. a revision of the dues arrange-
ment from paying per member to paying a 

percentage of the congregation’s budget, 4. the 
establishment of a commission (comprised of a 
combination of RRA & RRC) that would make 
recommendations on Israel policy The slate of 
officers passed unanimously. The statement of 
support for trans and gender nonconforming 
people and the revised dues structure passed. 
The establishment of the commission to make 
recommendations on Israel policy was voted 
down. 

Membership Update.  CAA has three new 
members with children in the Religious School. 

Post B'nei Mitzvah Activities. The CAA Board 
is interested in supporting activities that nur-
ture the Jewish identities and community 
involvement of post-B’nei-Mitzvah-age teenag-
ers. While the board discussed some possibili-
ties, it is interested in hearing about activities 
and opportunities both within and beyond this 
area that would appeal to members of our con-
gregation in this age group. CAA members with 
suggestions should contact CAA Education 
Director Dale Rosenberg or a CAA board mem-
ber. 

Paving Stone for First Baptist Church of 
Keene’s Bicentennial.  The board voted in favor 
of CAA purchasing a paving stone for $100 in 
honor of the First Baptist Church of Keene’s 
Bicentennial.

CAA Website.  The board discussed the CAA 
website and the possible benefits of updating it. 

Nathan E. Cohen Lecture: Khalid and Sabeeha 
Rehman.  Khalid and Sabeeha Rehman, who 
have given Islam 101 talks for the Chautauqua 
Institution, will being giving the Nathan E. 
Cohen lecture on May 21, 2017 at 3:00 pm. 
Sabeeha is the author of Threading My Prayer 
Rug: One Woman's Journey from Pakistani Muslim 
to American Muslim.
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Highlights of CAA Board Meeting 
January 11, 2017
Religious School.  Students are currently 
studying scientists and explorers, including 
Ilan Ramon, Albert Einstein, Maimonides, and 
Rosalind Franklin. On Sunday, January 15, the 
students participated in a Martin Luther King 
day of service and made salad for 100 people 
for 100 Nights Shelter.

Non-Jews on Board and on Committees.  The 
board discussed the role of non-Jews on the 
CAA board and committees. It is going to look 
at CAA documents from the past that might 
address this issue,  and it will most likely bring 
community members together to revisit the 
topic and discuss it. 

Paving Stone for First Baptist Church of 
Keene.  CAA will give the First Baptist Church 
of Keene a paving stone inscribed with “From 
your friends at Ahavas Achim” on the occa-
sion of its bicentennial. Selena Katz can provide 
forms for individuals who are interested in pur-
chasing a commemorative paving stone. 

Activities for Post-B’nai Mitzvah Students.  
The board is looking for suggestions of activities 
that would engage post-B’nai Mitzvah students 
in Jewish community, life, and learning. These 
can be activities hosted at CAA or taking place 
outside our community. 

Cheshire County Historical Society Exhibit.  
Aaron Lipsky reported on the upcoming exhibit 
about the history of the Jewish community in 
Keene. It tells the story of the Jewish immi-
grants who settled in the area, their contribu-
tions and those of their children on a local 
and national level, and the continuity between 
the founders of the community and the cur-
rent community. Aaron researched the year of 
CAA’s founding, 1916 and came upon some 
interesting articles from January of that year.  

At the time, President Wilson advocated for the 
relief of Jewish people in Europe being devas-
tated by the war. The mayor of Keene formed a 
committee, and a prominent non-Jewish citizen 
of Keene set up a fund to help the local Jewish 
community, which included immigrants. This is 
evidence of Keene being a thoughtful and toler-
ant community in 1916.

David Butler (right) and Jeff Cohen (left) show 
Religious School students the finished time cap-
sule which commemorates the 100th anniversary of 
CAA's incorporation
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Cohen Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies Presents

Genocide Awareness Lecture 
Series Hon. Patricia Whalen 
Monday, April 3, 2017, 7:00 PM
Mabel Brown Room, Lloyd P. Young Student 
Center, Keene State College  
Hon. Patricia Whalen has been a judge for 
more than 20 years, presiding over proceed-
ings in the U.S. and serving as an international 
judge in the War Crimes Chamber of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (2007 – 2012). In this capac-
ity, she served on both the First Instance 
and Appellate Court. As Judicial Education 
Advisor, Chair of the Judicial Education 
Committee, and Chair of the Judicial College, 
Whalen also oversaw all judicial education 
programs and worked to build the capacities 
and skills of national judges and legal advisors 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She is currently 
a Special Advisor to the Court in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, focusing on judicial education 
in international law, judicial management sys-
tems, trial management, hybrid legal systems, 
and judicial trial skills particularly in regards to 
war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and gender-based violence.

Judge Whalen represented the International 
Association of Women Judges (IAWJ) as 
Special Expert to the Hague Conference on 
Private International Law and in drafting the 
Convention on the International Recovery of 
Child Support and Other Forms of Family 
Maintenance. She holds specializations in 
human rights, war crimes, gender violence in 
conflict, genocide and crimes against human-
ity, and family law. Whalen began her career 
as a Magistrate in the Judiciary of the State of 
Vermont, where her judicial specialization was 
in the area of Family Court. She served as a 
member of the Judicial Education Committee, 
was elected President of the Trial Judges 
Association for a one-year term, and collabora-
tively founded the Rural Women Leadership 
Institute of Vermont. In association with the 
IAWJ, she developed and became Project 
Director for the Vermont Afghan Judicial 
Education Program, a cultural exchange and 
legal education program for Afghan women 

judges that aims to maximize their exposure 
to fair trial principles in civil and common 
law systems. Most recently, Whalen taught 
Genocide and International Law at Keene State 
College. (Reference: International Association of 
Women Judges, www.IAWJ.org)

Coming to a Theater Near You!
9th Annual New 
Hampshire Jewish Film 
Festival 

March 23–April 2, 2017 with showings in  
theaters around the State
For full program see: http://www.nhjewishfilm-
festival.org/z-img/2017/brochure.pdf

The following Keene showings are at Redfern 
Arts Center at Keene State College; admission is 
$10 per person.

Thursday, March 30, 2017, 7:00 PM 
For the Love of Spock

Laden with never-before-seen footage, this 
Trekkie treat tells the life of Star Trek’s Mr. 
Spock and the actor Leonard Nimoy, who 
played him for nearly 50 years.
English, 2016 Documentary
Director: Adam Nimoy, US
105 minutes

Sunday, April 2, 2017, 1:00 PM 
Fanny’s Journey 

Based on an unforgettable true story set in 
1943, thirteen-year-old Fanny finds herself the 
caretaker of ten other Jewish children who flee 
Vichy France, then Nazi Italy, in a desperate 
attempt to reach Switzerland.
French w/English subtitles, 2016 Drama. 
Director: Lola Doillon, France, Belgium
94 minutes. Recommended for teens and adults

Sunday, April 2, 2017, 3:30 PM 
On the Map 

Basketball as inspiration - the against-all-odds 
story of how an underdog Israeli team pre-
vailed over European basketball powers in 
1977, not long after the Olympic massacre at 
Munich and the Yom Kippur War. 
English, some Hebrew w/subtitles
2016 Documentary
Director: Dani Menkin, Israel
85 Minutes
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Yahrzeits for March/April
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
3/3    Mollie Hanan 5 Adar       3/3   
3/3    Eric Komitzsky 5 Adar      3/3   
3/4    Norman Harold Brown 6 Adar     3/3   
3/6    Harry Krugman  8 Adar      3/3   
3/7    Edward Cohen 9 Adar  3/3   
3/7    Pauline Krugman 9  Adar  3/3   
3/7    Gordon David Stone 9  Adar  3/3   
3/8    Moritz Lowy 10 Adar      3/3   
3/9    Mildred Weber Brown 11 Adar  3/3   
3/9    Marcia Tenofsky Riendeau 11  Adar  3/3   
3/11    George Andrews 13  Adar     3/10
3/12    Larry Schuman 14 Adar   3/10
3/14    Ida Sabel 16 Adar  3/10
3/15    Nina Nirenberg Davids 17 Adar  3/10
3/15    Alice Weinstein   17 Adar       3/10
3/16    Fanny Lowy 18 Adar   3/10
3/16    Chaya Leah Slome 18 Adar  3/10
3/19    Joan Zuckerman Morgan 21  Adar     3/17
3/20    Michael Kotleroff 22 Adar  3/17
3/21    David Allen 23 Adar   3/17
3/21    Frieda Yeager 23 Adar    3/17
3/22    Florence Kahane 24 Adar      3/17
3/22    Harry M. Kharfen 24 Adar  3/17
3/23    Anna Derby 25 Adar   3/17 
3/23    David Schuman         25 Adar   3/17
3/24    Frances Court 26 Adar     3/24
3/25    Mildred Fox 27 Adar    3/24
3/28    Benjamin Komitzsky 1 Nisan      3/24
3/29    Abraham Bettinger 2 Nisan  3/24
3/29    Semon Lilienfeld 2 Nisan  3/24
3/29    Beatrice Sarubin Zeskind 2 Nisan    3/24
3/30    Ida Butler 3 Nisan     3/24
3/30    Paul Malkin 3 Nisan      3/24
3/30    Richard Roscoe Mercier 3 Nisan      3/24
4/2    Rose Cohen 6 Nisan    3/31
4/2    Jack Feldman 6  Nisan    3/31
4/3    Abraham Shapiro 7  Nisan       3/31
4/9    Dora Satlin Komitzsky 13 Nisan    4/7
4/9    Ethel Myers Plotkin 13 Nisan      4/7
4/10    Joy Andrews 14 Nisan      4/7
4/11    Faye Kacanek 15 Nisan    4/7
4/11    Faye (Rubin) Brody Kacanek 15 Nissan    4/7
4/13    Jack Solomon 17 Nissan      4/7
4/14    Mollie Rubin 18 Nissan     4/14
4/14    Bob Schapiro 18 Nissan   4/14
4/16    Iris Silberstein 20 Nissan      4/14
4/21    Baby Boy Shapiro 25 Nissan   4/21
4/22    Morris Popover  26 Nissan     4/21
4/22    Rose Shapiro 26 Nissan  4/21
4/23    Joseph Myers 27 Nissan     4/21
4/24    Mark Bieber 28 Nissan  4/21
4/25    Alice E. Cohen 29 Nissan      4/21 
4/26    Frances Sussman 30 Nissan     4/21
4/27    Pearl F. Goldberg 1 Iyar  4/21
4/28    Albert Eichner 2 Iyar      4/28
4/30    Annie G. Livingstone 4 Iyar  4/28
4/30    Celia Stone 4 Iyar  4/28
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.
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Cycle of Life
Condolences to:
The McDonald Family on the 
death of Joseph R. Zalman, 
Melanie’s father, who passed 
away on unexpectedly in East 
Haven, Connecticut on January 9, 2017.  
The Rodolitz Family on the death of Anna 
Rodolitz, Scott’s mother, who passed away on 
February 6, 2017 after a brief period of declin-
ing health.  She was 93.  A funeral was held in 
Hewlett, New York. 

Mazel Tov to:
Proud grandparents Elaine and Paul Bieber on 
the birth of their grandson, Sander Liel Bieber, 
on February 18th. Parents are their daughter-
in-law Meaghan and son Phil. Mother, father, 
and baby are doing very well.

Donations
General Fund
Rose & Jerry Weinrieb - in memory of Etta 
Kapiloff
Jeff Crocker 
Anthony & Judith Olson
Robert Singer & Amanda Toll
David & Sandy Kochman -  in memory of 
Joseph Zalman
Eric Shimanoff - in memory of Joseph Zalman, 
father of Melanie McDonald

Torah Repair Fund 
Ronnie Brown & Dan Fox - in memory of Tony 
Fox, Phil Fox and H. Herbert Fox Celebrate a siMChah by PurChasinG a leaf on 

our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Ronnie Brown & Dan Fox - in appreciation of 
Tom Prunier's log splitter
Robert Singer & Amanda Toll 
Anonymous
Gary & Jane Shapiro - in memory of Jules 
Shapiro

Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series
Ronnie Brown & Dan Fox
Anonymous

Religious School Fund
Anonymous
Pat & Stephen Weiner - in memory of Esther 
Bernstein

Oneg Fund
Anonymous

Florence Aliber Lipsky Fund
Aaron Lipsky - in memory of Florence Jennie 
Aliber Lipsky 
Dorothy & Nelson Saks – in memory of 
Florence Aliber Lipsky

 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

Monadnock OB GYN Associates, P.A.
Charles J. Seigel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Fletcher R. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.G.
Heather L. Arel., M.S.N., A.R.N.P.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

454 Old Street Road, STE. 302
Peterborough, New Hampshire 03458

Keene office hours available.

www.monadnockobgyn.com

APPOINTMENTS
603-924-9444

BILLING
603-924-3088


